Bayview Boat Club, June 5, 2010

Blessing of the Fleet Ceremony and Boat Parade, 2:30PM

After-Parade Party, 7:00PM

Skipper’s Instructions

1. Affix your number on the starboard (right) side of your boat, preferably forward, where it can be clearly seen. Numbers are for identification only, not for position in the parade. Don’t worry about your place in the line.

2. Monitor marine channel 69 to hear the chaplain blessing the boats, and for other instructions or communications.

3. Make sure you have a life jacket for every passenger.
4. Boats should begin leaving the marina by 2:00 PM.

5. The designated lead boat will be holding position outside the north entrance of Bayview Marina.

6. Boats should circle way out, counter-clockwise, and merge into a west-facing parade line, parallel with I-30, behind the lead boat, with lots of room between boats.

7. The Blessing procession begins at about 2:30 PM. The lead boat will head the parade line into the north marina entrance, slowly “down” along the inside of the breakwater, past the ends of ‘H’ thru ‘M’ docks, then back out the south opening through the breakwater.

8. Chaplain Pat Lee, will be on the end of J Dock, and will bless each boat as it passes. Leave plenty of room between boats for safety, and for the chaplain to have enough time to bless each boat before the next passes. He requests at least a full minute. (We don’t want it to be like Lucy Ricardo in the candy factory.) 

9. After exiting the marina, back outside the breakwater, boats should form a big, slow counter-clockwise circle. The chaplain will board the last boat, and they will take up position in the middle of the circle, for the memorial Laying of the Wreath ceremony. Again, monitor channel 69.
10. If conditions are good, after the wreath memorial, we’ll head across the lake, and parade past Chandler’s and The Harbor (south to north). Please stay in line and keep a safe distance. Please don’t fan out, abreast of other boats, or race ahead. The lead boat will set the course and pace.
11. After we pass The Harbor and approach the bridge, turn back west, toward Bayview. The parade will travel parallel to the I-30 bridge. The line of boats will be viewable from the bridge – people will honk or even pull off on the shoulder, to watch.

12. Once past the bridge, we are hidden by the trees. Break out and head for the Cove, or return to the marina.

13. Enjoy the rest of the afternoon, but don’t forget the After-Parade Pool-side BBQ Party, beginning 7:00 PM. Awards for decorated boats will be presented at the party.
